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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5





SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study


We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. 





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)
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The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)
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day is one that runs in a different direction.


According to this concept, emotional pain relief is the basic, overall concern of life in Christ. Offering health, wealth, and complete emotional bliss, it promises to take away the deep ache of our needy, broken souls and to do so rather quickly. The new gospel is fundamentally about "feeling better." It is about us.


But the historic gospel is not first and foremost about feeling better; it is about glorifying God through Christ and coming to be like Him. Christ did not die for the mere betterment of our feelings, and seeking God through Him is not mostly about pain relief. It is about character transformation. And even more than character transformation, it is about the glorification of God. Far from eliminating the possibility of pain, the glorification of God may require the suffering of pain, even to the point of death. Our expectation should be no less than that of Paul, whose only hope was that "with all boldness, as always, so now also Christ will be magnified in my body, whether by life or by death. For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain" (Philippians 1:20,21).


       Modern Christianity, in dramatic reversal of its biblical form, promises to relieve the pain of living in a fallen world.


(Word Point – Gary Henry)











     In his little book, Jesus Rediscovered, Malcolm Muggeridge has confided that his earliest memory was of walking down the road in someone else’s hat and wondering who he was.  In a real sense the whole of humanity is walking down that same road, tormented by the same question.  The question is built-in.  The answer is not.


     In order to be whole we need to know who we are and what is expected of us, but only God knows that.  Men, being creatures, cannot answer such questions.  American Poet Theodore Roethke expresses in haunting words this profound human yearning:





“I close my eyes to see, I bleed my bones, their marrow to bestow Upon that God who knows what I would know.”





Denying the existence of God not only solves nothing but reduces man to utter meaninglessness.  Accepting by faith that God exists and wants men to seek Him (Hebrews 11:6), and that God has spoken to us in His Son (Hebrews 1:1-2) opens up all kinds of blessed possibilities.  It is wisdom to listen reverently and learn our duty well.


     “What does God expect from us?”  It was evident from the very beginning that man, made in the image of God (Genesis 1:26-27), was expected to honor his Creator with due reverence.  God expected worship, but worship of a particular kind.  Cain could tell you about that (Genesis 4:3-5).  Not everything went.  The foundation for worship had to be faith and the proper expression of faith was obedience (Hebrews 11:4).  Saul, Israel’s first king, learned an important lesson about worship (1 Samuel 15).  He was told to utterly destroy the flocks and herds of 





Him which commandment was “the first of all” and was told the greatest command was “thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart.”  When the scribe commanded the answer by saying that loving God with all one’s heart was surely “much more than all whole burnt-offerings and sacrifices” Jesus observed that he was “not far from the kingdom of God” (Mark 12:28-34).


     It is very important to note that in the foregoing passages it is not being said that sacrificial offerings were unnecessary under the law, or that the law with its animal sacrifices were being done away.  What both Jesus and the prophets were saying is that acts of worship, even those commanded by God, are not the point of it all.  God did not deliver Israel so that they could offer sacrifices and Jesus did not die so Christians could sing psalms and eat the Lord’s Supper.  We must not make the means the end.  God wants worship, and He wants it according to His will, but He wants more.  He wants our lives, our very selves.


     What is the lesson here?  Do not try to turn God away from getting what He wants by offering a part for the whole—frequent church-going, money, or even zealous evangelism.  The heart is hiding in whatever thing or attitude or practice we refuse to yield to Him.  God does not always enter by the doors we open because what He is seeking is not behind them.  The thing He wants from us is the one thing He has no power to take—our hearts—but He has moved in great wisdom to draw us to Him willingly.  He has loved us beyond all measure in Christ and “we love because he first loved us” (1 John 4:19).








					





What Does God Want From Me?


By Paul Earnhart








the Amalekites but convinced himself that to spare some of the animals for sacrifice to God would somehow countervail his act of disobedience. He learned otherwise.  As Samuel said to a chastened Saul, “Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice” (1 Samuel 15:22).   The God who made us does want worship (a needed lesson for the prayerless moralist), but He wants more,  He wants a spirit of faith and absolute trust.  We need to be very sure that what we offer to God as worship is not in itself an act of rebellion.


     “What does God want from me?”  The Old Testament prophets also speak to that question.  When Israel complains of the impossibility of pleasing God however the many the many sacrifices offered, Micah responds that God’s expectations are clear and attainable, but they constitute far more than burnt-offerings (“do justly … love mercy … walk humbly with thy God” (6:6-8).  Even more pointed is the announcement by Isaiah and Amos of Jehovah’s deep revulsion at the hypocritical shallowness of His people’s worship (Isaiah 1:11-15; Amos 51-23), and the call for repentance from day-to-day ungodliness (Isaiah1:16-17).  “Let justice roll down as waters,” urged Amos, “and righteousness as a mighty stream” (5:24).


     Jeremiah’s powerful sermon delivered at the temple gate makes clear that God had not delivered Israel from Egypt just to multiply sacrifices but to produce a people wholly obedient to His will (7:21-23).  Hosea had earlier made the same point in words which Jesus was later to quote—“I desire goodness and not sacrifice and the knowledge of God more than burnt-offerings” (6:6, Matthew 9:13).


     The message of the prophets is especially epitomized in Jesus’ conversation with a scribe who inquired of





What Is the Point of Life in Christ?


Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ and be found in Him, not having my own righteousness, which is from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith; that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death, if, by any means, I may attain to the resurrection from the dead. 		(Philippians 3:8-11)


The point of life in Christ is that we may "know Him and the power of His resurrection." The value of knowing Christ so far excels the value of anything in this world that we are willing to suffer the loss of all else, if need be, in order to "gain Christ and be found in Him." Life in Christ is not primarily about relief right now from the trauma of living in a broken world. Indeed, to be in fellowship with Christ means to know "the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death" in order that we may "attain to the resurrection from the dead."


To the ears of the Christian these truths should sound self-evident. Unfortunately, the concept of Christianity that has come to be dominant in our 
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FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you. Please let us know how we can help you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. _______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Rick Hulsey in his battle with cancer.


Nancy Wood; Ron Wood fell last week while


 preparing to go to Fla. suffered a bad cut on his 


hand; Jack and Joyce Green; Jack recovering 


from shoulder surgery. Joyce has back problems;


Sam Adams, back problems; Elaine Clem now 


at home recovering from knee surgery; 


Mrs. Alice Frasier; Chris Jackson; David 


Nash; Collins Boakye ; Emily Clark’s 


Grandmother has cancer.


Bro. and Sis. Vandergrift, both are in poor


health and while they long to be at services, can


not. Cards would lift their spirit. 


Congratulations, to Brad and Alex on the birth of


baby Jackson.  Congratulations to Steve and 


Anna on the birth of baby Asher. Thanks to God, 


all are well. 


Expecting mothers:  Kelly Craven 





_______________________________________





The Mountain View Church of Christ


615 Canton Rd.


Cumming, GA 30040


Learn more @ � HYPERLINK "http://www.justchristians.net" ��www.justchristians.net�
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MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---James Adams


 Song Leader----Roger Pink


Lord's Supper---Donnie Gilbert


   Asst. 1-----Kai Burk 


   Asst. 2-----Larry Coots


   Asst. 3-----Tony Waite


   Asst. 4-----Jordan Huff


   Asst. 5-----Joey Jackson 


2nd Prayer---Ken Gay


Read Scripture---Bill Scott 


Sermon------Steven Tramell


Announcements—Cecil Burke


Closing Prayer---George Wilcox 


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer---Cecil Douthitt


Song Leader---Jeff Lentz


2nd Prayer---Jordan Huff


Read Scripture---Larry Coots


Sermon--------Steven Tramell


Lord's Supper---Donnie Gilbert


Announcements—Cecil Douthitt


Closing Prayer---Lloyd Jackson


Wednesday PM Services


Song leader---Kai Burk


 Invitation---Patrick Miles


 Closing Prayer---Joey Jackson





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services. Remember,


if you are unable to serve please call Sam Adams 678-982-4398


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














